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"To wards the end of the nineteen century,
Raja Ravi Varma's Paintings emerged as the first
important signifires of "modernity” and "nationality” in
the Indian art scene. From being a colonial import, the
idea of modernity had by then, been fully
accommodated within the agenda of Indian
nationalism. A new breed of Indian artists, even as
they found their modern self constituted through the
initiation in western ideas, styles and techniques,
were impielled to supersede their colonised status
and westernised identity within a reformulated, 'Indian’
authenticity. A sharp sense of a break with the past
coexisted with an urge to selectively appropriate
elements of that past (received, refined and
reimagined by nationalism) in the devising of new
artistic idioms.®
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